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English Language 

Year 11 
 

Name: _____________ 

 

This booklet covers both examinations. It provides tasks and past paper questions for different 

sections based on topics in your exam.  

Remember to revise in 20-25 minute chunks for maximum impact – some timed tasks may take 

you longer though.  

 

These tasks are not exhaustive and you should also use: 

 Your English Language Revision Guides 

 Past Paper Questions  

 GCSE Pod English Language Videos  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



Quick Revision Tasks:  

 

Task 1) Write an example of each of the following sentence types: 

 

Interrogative: 

 

Declarative: 

 

Imperative: 

 

Exclamative:  

 

Give a definition and example of each of the following: 

 

Abstract verb: 

 

Common noun: 

 

Proper noun: 

 

Adjective: 

 

Adverb: 

 
 

Task 2) Complete this quiz using grammatical terminology:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 3) For each of the language exams, write down what each question asks you to do: 

 

Language Paper One  

Section A  

1: 

2: 

3: 

4: 

Section B 

5: 

OR 

6: 

 

Language Paper Two  

Section A 

1: 

2: 

3: 

4: 

5: 

6: 

7a: 

7b: 

Section B 

8: 

OR 

9: 

 

 

Task 4) Create cue cards for each of the different forms of writing: 

 

1. Letter to a friend/family member 

2. Travel Review 

3. Text book  

4. Magazine article 

5. Newspaper article 

6. Speech 

 

For each one include: 

 

- The features of the format (e.g. Letter – address, date, addressee, introduction…etc.) 

- The possible purposes (advise, inform, entertain, persuade etc.) 

- The key language features that might be included (rhetorical questions, simile etc.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Reading Tasks – 

Paper 1 –  

19th Century 

Fiction: 

 
 

 



Reading Tasks – Paper 1 – 19th Century Fiction: 

Task 1)  

 Remember to read the summary of the text. 

 Following this, read the extract through carefully. 

 Then read it again! 

On the next page is an extract from a short story. Below are questions you should 

answer based on this text.  

 Answer questions 1-3 below about the text. These questions are the same as those 

you would get in Paper 1.  

 Remember to box out the lines needed for each question’s answer. 

 Answer question 3 using full paragraphs and ensure you write about language and 

structure. 

1) From lines 4-8, identify the phrase which shows that Doctor Watson is not very happy 

about being woken up early.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark) 

2) From lines 9-19, give two ways in which the writer shows that Sherlock Holmes thinks 

the visitor will be interesting. 

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.  

1 …………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

.………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2 ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

.…………………………………………………………………………… …………………... 

(Total for Question 2 = 2 marks) 

 3 In lines 19-35, how does the writer use language and structure to show the narrator’s 

interest in meeting Holmes’ visitor?  

Support your views with reference to the text.       

(6 marks)  

Glossary 

Metropolis: a big busy city  



Dr Watson (the narrator) explains how the famous detective Sherlock Holmes 1 

receives an early morning visitor requesting his help 2 

 ‘The Speckled Band’: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 3 

It was early in April in the year ’83 that I woke one morning to find Sherlock Holmes 4 

standing, fully dressed, by the side of my bed. He was a late riser, as a rule, and as the clock 5 

on the mantelpiece showed me that it was only a quarter-past seven, I blinked up at him in 6 

some surprise, and perhaps just a little resentment, for I was myself regular in my habits.  7 

“Very sorry to knock you up, Watson,” said he, “but it’s the common lot this morning. Mrs. 8 

Hudson has been knocked up, she retorted upon me, and I on you.”  9 

“What is it, then—a fire?”  10 

“No; a client. It seems that a young lady has arrived in a considerable state of excitement, 11 

who insists upon seeing me. She is waiting now in the sitting-room. Now, when young 12 

ladies wander about the metropolis1 at this hour of the morning, and knock sleepy people 13 

up out of their beds, I presume that it is something very pressing which they have to 14 

communicate. Should it prove to be an interesting case, you would, I am sure, wish to 15 

follow it from the outset. I thought, at any rate, that I should call you and give you the 16 

chance.”  17 

“My dear fellow, I would not miss it for anything.”  18 

I had no keener pleasure than in following Holmes in his professional investigations, and in 19 

admiring the rapid deductions, as swift as intuitions, and yet always founded on a logical 20 

basis with which he unravelled the problems which were submitted to him. I rapidly threw 21 

on my clothes and was ready in a few minutes to accompany my friend down to the sitting-22 

room. A lady dressed in black and heavily veiled, who had been sitting in the window, rose 23 

as we entered. 24 

“Good-morning, madam,” said Holmes cheerily. “My name is Sherlock Holmes. This is my 25 

intimate friend and associate, Dr. Watson, before whom you can speak as freely as before 26 

myself. Ha! I am glad to see that Mrs. Hudson has had the good sense to light the fire. Pray 27 

draw up to it, and I shall order you a cup of hot coffee, for I observe that you are 28 

shivering.”  29 

“It is not cold which makes me shiver,” said the woman in a low voice, changing her seat as 30 

requested.  31 

“What, then?”  32 

“It is fear, Mr. Holmes. It is terror.” She raised her veil as she spoke, and we could see that 33 

she was indeed in a pitiable state of agitation, her face all drawn and grey, with restless 34 

frightened eyes, like those of some hunted animal. Her features and figure were those of a 35 

woman of thirty, but her hair was shot with premature grey, and her expression was weary 36 

and haggard. Sherlock Holmes ran her over with one of his quick, all-comprehensive 37 

glances.  38 



“You must not fear,” said he soothingly, bending forward and patting her forearm. “We 39 

shall soon set matters right, I have no doubt. You have come in by train this morning, I 40 

see.”  41 

“You know me, then?” 42 

“No, but I observe the second half of a return ticket in the palm of your left glove. You 43 

must have started early, and yet you had a good drive in a dog-cart, along heavy roads, 44 

before you reached the station.”  45 

The lady gave a violent start and stared in bewilderment at my companion. 46 



Mark scheme for Q1-3:  

Section A: Reading 

1 Accept only words from the following. Those in bold must 

be included to gain the mark:  

‘I blinked up at him in some surprise, and perhaps just a 

little resentment, for I was regular in my habits.’  

(1)  

 

2 Accept any reasonable answer based on lines 6 to 15, up to a 

maximum of 2 marks. 

Quotations and candidate’s own words are acceptable. For example: 

 ‘when young ladies wander about the metropolis at this hour of 

the morning, and knock sleepy people up out of their beds, I 

presume that it is something very pressing which they 

have to communicate.’ 

 ‘a young lady has arrived in a considerable state of excitement’ 

 ‘I thought, at any rate, that I should call you and give you the 

chance’ (to be involved in the case) 

(2)  

Responses that are unbalanced cannot access Level 2 or above, where analysis of both 

language and structure is required. 

3 Responses might include the following points about the language of the text. 

 The narrator is excited by the visitor, shown by the way he quickly 

responds to Holmes’ question: ‘I would not miss it for anything’. The word 

‘anything’ shows that he is really excited to meet the visitor.  

 The narrator rushes to get dressed so that he can meet the visitor: ‘I 

rapidly threw on my clothes.’ The verb ‘threw’ shows his haste and 

suggests he was careless about getting dressed because he was rushing.  

 The narrator says that he ‘had no keener pleasure’ than in observing 

Holmes’ investigations. The word ‘pleasure’ shows extreme enjoyment; he 

also uses the word ‘admiring’, which shows his great respect for his friend.  

 The way Dr Watson describes Holmes’ investigations shows his 

admiration of Holmes’ talent: ‘rapid deductions’ and ‘he unravelled the 

problems’ show how logical Holmes is and that Watson almost found he 

was enjoying watching an expert solve a puzzle.  

Responses might include the following points about the structure of the text: 

 Dr Watson speaks very politely to his friend and his quick response to his 

offer shows how interested he is. ‘My dear fellow, I would not miss it for 



anything.’ Watson’s excitement is shown in his speech and makes the 

reader think the case will be interesting.  

 Before the visitor is described Watson comments on Holmes’ excellent 

detective skills: ‘rapid deductions, as swift intuitions’; this supports 

Watson’s idea that the case will be interesting. It also prepares the reader 

for Holmes’ clever observations about his visitor. The reader is not 

surprised by Holmes’ intelligence because it has been suggested by these 

earlier comments by Watson.  

 The visitor is described in quite a dramatic fashion: ‘dressed in black and 

heavily veiled’. Initially there is not much information about her which 

creates mystery and adds interest.  

 

Level Mark (AO2) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2  Comment on the language and/or structure used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary.  

 The selection of references is valid, but not developed. 

NB: The mark awarded cannot progress beyond the top of 

Level 1 if only language OR structure has been considered.  

Level 2 3–4  Explanation of how both language and structure are used to 

achieve effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary 

and sentence structure. 

 The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to the 

points being made. 

Level 3 5–6  Analysis of how both language and structure are used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary, 

sentence structure and other language features.  

 The selection of references is discriminating and clarifies the 

points being made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 2) Answer the questions below on the extract:  

 Remember to read the summary of the text 

 Following this, read the extract through carefully 

 Then read it again 

Text: Pride and Prejudice  

 
Questions:  
 
1) From lines 6-10, identify the phrase that shows that Mr Bennet does not know that 

Netherfield Park is to be let.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark) 

2) From lines 14-18, give two ways in which the writer shows that Mr Bingley is rich.  

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.  

1 …………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

.………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

2 ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

.…………………………………………………………………………… …………………... 

(Total for Question 2 = 2 marks) 

 3 In lines 22-49, how does the writer use language and structure to show Mrs Bennet is 

excited by their new single neighbour and his potential to marry one of their daughters?  

Support your views with reference to the text.       

(6 marks)  

 

This is the opening of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, first published in 
1813. The novel is about the Bennet family, particularly the two eldest 
daughters, Jane and Elizabeth. The Bennets are a comfortably rich family, 
though not as rich as some of the people they live amongst. When two 
young men, Mr Bingley and Mr Darcy, arrive in the area, Mrs Bennet is very 
excited about the potential marriage opportunities for her daughters. In 
Georgian England, women needed to find a husband as very few women 
were financially independent. 

 

 



It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, 1 

must be in want of a wife.  2 

However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering a 3 

neighbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he 4 

is considered the rightful property of some one or other of their daughters.  5 

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his lady to him one day, “have you heard that Netherfield Park 6 

is let at last?”  7 

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.  8 

“But it is,” returned she; “for Mrs. Long has just been here, and she told me all about it.”  9 

Mr. Bennet made no answer.  10 

“Do you not want to know who has taken it?” cried his wife impatiently.  11 

“You want to tell me, and I have no objection to hearing it.”  12 

This was invitation enough.  13 

“Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs. Long says that Netherfield is taken by a young man 14 

of large fortune from the north of England; that he came down on Monday in a chaise and 15 

four
1 

to see the place, and was so much delighted with it, that he agreed with Mr. Morris 16 

immediately; that he is to take possession before Michaelmas
2
, and some of his servants 17 

are to be in the house by the end of next week.”  18 

“What is his name?”  19 

“Bingley.”  20 

“Is he married or single?”  21 

“Oh! Single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune; four or five thousand a 22 

year. What a fine thing for our girls!”  23 

“How so? How can it affect them?”  24 

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” replied his wife, “how can you be so tiresome! You must know that 25 

I am thinking of his marrying one of them.”  26 

“Is that his design
3 

in settling here?”  27 

“Design! Nonsense, how can you talk so! But it is very likely that he may fall in love with one 28 

of them, and therefore you must visit him as soon as he comes.”  29 

“It is more than I engage for, I assure you.”  30 

“But consider your daughters. Only think what an establishment
4 

it would be for one of 31 

them. Sir William and Lady Lucas are determined to go, merely on that account, for in 32 

general, you know, they visit no newcomers. Indeed you must go, for it will be impossible 33 

for us to visit him if you do not.”  34 

“You are over-scrupulous, surely. I dare say Mr. Bingley will be very glad to see you; and I 35 

will send a few lines by you to assure him of my hearty consent to his marrying whichever 36 

he chooses of the girls; though I must throw in a good word for my little Lizzy.”  37 



“I desire you will do no such thing. Lizzy is not a bit better than the others; and I am sure 38 

she is not half so handsome as Jane, nor half so good-humoured as Lydia. But you are 39 

always giving her the preference.”  40 

“They have none of them much to recommend them,” replied he; “they are all silly and 41 

ignorant like other girls; but Lizzy has something more of quickness than her sisters.”  42 

“Mr. Bennet, how can you abuse your own children in such a way? You take delight in 43 

vexing
5 

me. You have no compassion for my poor nerves.”  44 

“You mistake me, my dear. I have a high respect for your nerves. They are my old friends.  I 45 

have heard you mention them with consideration these last twenty years at least.”  46 

“Ah, you do not know what I suffer.”  47 

“But I hope you will get over it, and live to see many young men of four thousand a year 48 

come into the neighbourhood.”  49 

 50 

Glossary  51 

1
chaise and four: a carriage pulled by four horses  52 

2
Michaelmas: the Feast of St Michael the Archangel, a date in the Christian calendar  53 

3
design: plan  54 

4
establishment: start in life, achievement  55 

5
vexing: annoying; worrying  56 

Level Mark (AO2) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2  Comment on the language and/or structure used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary.  

 The selection of references is valid, but not developed. 

NB: The mark awarded cannot progress beyond the top of 

Level 1 if only language OR structure has been considered.  

Level 2 3–4  Explanation of how both language and structure are used to 

achieve effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary 

and sentence structure. 

 The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to the 

points being made. 

Level 3 5–6  Analysis of how both language and structure are used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary, 

sentence structure and other language features.  

 The selection of references is discriminating and clarifies the 

points being made. 

57 



Paper 1 - Imaginative Writing Tasks: 

Task 1) Complete the following imaginative writing tasks: 

- Spend 5 minutes planning and ensure you include: 

 

1. Choose your narrator and their narrative voice  

2. The atmosphere and feelings 

3. A motif – a repeated idea that runs through the piece 

4. Whole text structure (dual narrative/cyclical/mirroring/linear 

narrative) 

 

Choose a real historical character and write an internal monologue in which 

they are thinking over a current issue. Do not write about how they rose to 

fame.” Have the identity of the character emerge at the end.  
 

Success Criteria:  

 Similes  

 Personification  

 An adverbial sentence starter 

 A three verb sentence starter  

 An exclamative sentence 

 

Write about an experience in which food played an important role.  Your 

response could be real or imagined.  
Success Criteria:  

 Metaphors 

 An interrogative sentence  

 A more, more, more sentence 

 A Semicolon  

 

Task 2)  

Write a description based on this image 

and task. 

 

Write about a time when you felt the 

need to escape. Your response could be 

real or imagined.  

 

Don’t forget to plan! 

 

Use: 

 An exclamation mark 

 A one word paragraph 

 A smell 

 A complex sentence beginning with a subordinate clause  

 



Mark your written responses using the mark scheme below: 

 
Writing mark scheme 

AO5 
 

Level Mark The candidate: 

 0  provides no rewardable material 

Level 1 1–4 
 offers a basic response, with audience and/or purpose not fully established  

 expresses information and ideas, with limited use of structural and grammatical features 

Level 2 5–9 
 shows an awareness of audience and purpose, with straightforward use of tone, style 

and register  

 expresses and orders information and ideas; uses paragraphs and a range of structural 

and grammatical features 

Level 3 10–14 
 selects material and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit audience and purpose, with 

appropriate use of tone, style and register  

 develops and connects appropriate information and ideas; structural and grammatical 

features and paragraphing make meaning clear 

Level 4 15–19 
 organises material for particular effect, with effective use of tone, style and register  

 manages information and ideas, with structural and grammatical features used 

cohesively and deliberately across the text 

Level 5  20–24 
 shapes audience response with subtlety, with sophisticated and sustained use of tone, 

style and register  

 manipulates complex ideas, utilising a range of structural and grammatical features to 

support coherence and cohesion. 

 

 

AO6 

Level  Mark The candidate:  

 0  provides no rewardable material 

Level 1 1–3 
 uses basic vocabulary, often misspelled  

 uses punctuation with basic control, creating undeveloped, often repetitive, 

sentence structures 

Level 2 4–6 
 writes with a range of correctly spelt vocabulary, e.g. words with regular 

patterns such as prefixes, suffixes, double consonants  

 uses punctuation with control, creating a range of sentence structures, 

including coordination and subordination 

Level 3 7–9 
 uses a varied vocabulary and spells words containing irregular patterns 

correctly  

 uses accurate and varied punctuation, adapting sentence structure to 

contribute positively to purpose and effect 

Level 4 10–12 
 uses a wide, selective vocabulary with only occasional spelling errors  

 positions a range of punctuation for clarity, managing sentence structures for 

deliberate effect 

Level 5 13–16 
 uses an extensive vocabulary strategically; rare spelling errors do not detract 

from overall meaning  

 punctuates writing with accuracy to aid emphasis and precision, using a range 

of sentence structures accurately and selectively to achieve particular effects. 



Task 3)  

Improve these boring descriptions of each image and plan a story based on each 

image: 

 

Use: 

 Unusual narrative voice 

 Similes 

 Personification 

 Adverbial sentence starters 

 Verb sentence starters 

 All three sentence types 

 Different sentence constructions  

 A variety of punctuation  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The arch was covered in snow. It 

was cold. There was lots of ice 

and snow. 

There were lots of 

leaves and bushes. 

They were covering 

the wall. In the wall 

there was a door 

made from wood and 

there was a gate in 

front of it. 

 

The cave smelt 

dirty. The water 

was blue and 

there was sun 

coming down. It 

was a bit scary. 

 



Paper 2 Revision – Non Fiction Texts: 

Task 1) Read the article printed below and complete a Question 3 style response: 

3) Analyse how the writer uses language and structure to interest and engage 

readers. 

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.                                                   

Write up your points into a 15 mark answer. Use the following success criteria to guide you: 

 Paper 2: Non Fiction and Transactional Writing Section A:  Question 3: Analyse writers use of 

Language and Structure: AO2 (15 marks) 

A Make two precise points about the writer’s use of language (vocabulary and/or language techniques) 

B Support each point with a precise quotation from the text 

C Use quotation marks accurately 

D Analyse the keywords/technique giving a range of connotations 

E Explain the effect of each choice on the reader 

F Make two points about the writer’s use of sentence structure (sentence types/lengths/construction) 

or other structural features (paragraphing, punctuation, repetition, use of connectives) 



 

Question 6: Evaluate:  

 

In this obituary, the writer attempts to show how talented Muhammed Ali was.  

Evaluate how successfully this is achieved. 

Support your ideas with detailed reference to the text.  

(15 marks) 

 

 

G Precisely reference the text to evidence your structural point 

H Analyse how structural features have been used 

I Explain the effect of the sentence structure/structural features on the reader 

J Use relevant and accurate subject terminology  



Question 7 is about Text 1 and Text 2. Answer both parts of the question. Refer to 

both texts in your answer. 
 

7a The two texts give information about Muhammed Ali and his success.   

What similarities are there in the way Muhammad Ali’s success is 

described in each text? 

Use evidence from both texts to support your answers.                                 

     (6)  

 

Remember to use the structure below three times to write your response 

to 7a. 

 

Both Texts… 

Text 1 says… 

Text 2 says… 

This suggests that… 

 

 

b Compare how the writers of Text 1 and Text 2 present their ideas and 

perspectives about Muhammad Ali’s life.  

 

Support your answer with detailed reference to the texts.              

      (14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper 2 - Transactional Writing tasks: 

Task 1) Read through all the questions below and plan an answer. 

When planning you must decide on: 

 The purpose 

 The audience 

 The format of writing 

 Highlight the key words in the question – check that you have identified the correct 

form!  

 The tone of your writing. Is it going to be serious? Comical?  

 Write down at least 5 language features you plan on using in your writing that are 

appropriate for the form you are using.  

Task 2) Write up a response to either of your plans. You should spend about 10 minutes 

planning, 30 minutes writing and 5 minutes PROOFREADING!  

 

A)  Write a letter to your favourite restaurant applying for a position as a waiter or waitress. 

In your letter you could: 

 explain why you are interested in the position 

 describe the experience and skills that make you a good candidate 

 explain what you think you could contribute to the restaurant 

as well as any other ideas you might have. 

*Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and 

grammar.  

(Total for Question 8 = 40 marks) 

B) Your school has entered a competition called: ‘Britain’s Best School Dinners’. Write a review of 

your school’s canteen to be sent to the company running the competition. 

You could: 

 explain what your school dinners are like 

 describe the canteen or dining area  

 explain why you think your school deserves to win the prize 

as well as any other ideas you might have. 

*Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and 

grammar.  

(Total for Question 9 = 40 marks) 

 

 



C) Your friend wants to go travelling for one year around the world but would like your advice. Write 

a letter advising them.  

You could: 

 Explain the advantages and disadvantages of travelling the world 

 Give advice on how to stay safe 

 Explain how to keep in contact with friends and family  

as well as any other ideas you might have. 

*Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and 

grammar.  

(Total for Question 9 = 40 marks) 

 

D) Write a speech persuading the local council to renovate the local youth club. 

You could: 

 Describe the current state and use of the youth club 

 Explain how this could be improved 

 Explain the benefits of the youth club for young people in the area  

as well as any other ideas you might have. 

*Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and 

grammar.  

(Total for Question 9 = 40 marks) 

 

 

 


